Old Man and the Sea

By: Alex Beck

Santiago battles with a marlin in the Gulf of Mexico. Santiago, the old fisherman has been unlucky for 85 days. The 18 foot marlin will be hooked today. The fish and the old man share some important qualities.

The old man is different from the fish in many ways. The main one is that the man breathes air. The man is very well prepared for battle and is also on the better side of the conflict. He also wants to catch the fish for pride because he has not caught a fish in 86 days. He is experienced at fishing and wants to catch the fish to sell because he is very poor. He is alone in the boat, but he is strong in heart and body. 


The 18-foot marlin is old, strong, big, and has a primitive will to live. It is experienced at escaping from fishermen. In the battle with the fisherman he can’t eat food because he has a hook in his mouth. All he can do is swim deep and in circles to try to escape the hook and line.


They are the same in that they are persistent because they are both fighting against each other. They also are strong. They both know their environment. The fish knows the depth of the sea and the currents. The man knows the landmarks, the weather, the currents, and the winds. They are both hungry and deprived of sleep. They both want to live.


Santiago wins the battle but loses the fish. Santiago had a horrible experience and all he has to show for this is a fish skeleton. The fish lost its life then its flesh to the sharks. Santiago didn’t get his fish and the fish only lost its life. Santiago is still poor but he has his pride, and his friend. I think that Ernest Hemingway deserved the 1954 Nobel Prize for Literature for writing Old Man and the Sea. 

